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Slide 1:  William Shakespeare wrote many tragedies, but the common thread throughout them all was tragic flaw of the play’s protagonist.  Otherwise known as hubris, this flaw is an exaggerated self-confidence or pride that ultimately leads to the hero’s downfall.  Such was the case in Macbeth, King Lear, Hamlet, and The Tragedy of Julius Caesar.  

Unfortunately, this may be the case in the story of …

Slide 2:  Barry Bonds as well.  Barry Bonds grew up in California, the son of former major league player Bobby Bonds and the godson of major league legend, Willie Mays.  After graduating from Arizona State University, Bonds became a first round draft pick of the Pittsburgh Pirates in 1986.  Bonds was successful with the Pirates, winning the NL MVP in 1990 and in 1992.  As a free agent in 1993, he signed a then record setting deal with the San Francisco Giants where he would go on to win his third NL MVP in four years.
  

Slide 3:  Bonds continued his dominance throughout the 1990’s, but in 1997 he batted .291, his lowest average since the 1989 season.  The following season, he watched Sammy Sosa and Mark McGwire battle for the major league’s home run record set by Roger Maris.  Bonds hit 37 home runs that year, but his achievements were practically ignored by the media who were enthralled with the record-chasing efforts of Sosa and McGwire.
  Bonds’ jealousy and pride simply could not allow this to go on.  After all, he was the best player, not them.  

Slide 4:  It was after this season that, according to Mark Fainaru-Wada and Lance Williams in their book Game of Shadows, Bonds turned to steroids with the help of a local gym trainer and steroid dealer, Greg Anderson.  It was Anderson that connected Bonds with the Bay Area Laboratory Co-Operative, otherwise known as BALCO.  While BALCO was officially a service business for blood and urine analysis and food supplements, the company began marketing a clear, undetectable performance-enhancing steroid as well as growth hormones.  Throughout his career to 1998, Barry Bonds hit a home run every 16.1 at-bats, and since the time he allegedly began taking steroids, he has hit a home run for every 8.5 at-bats.
  

Slide 5:  The authors of the book also document that Anderson put Bonds on a growth hormone called Winstrol, which helped Bonds to put on 15 pounds of muscle in only 100 days, so fast that he actually tore his tricep muscle.3  After the 2000 season, Bonds began taking additional steroids that are actually designed to be undetectable.  Bonds has actually admitted to using the clear substance and a cream supplied by BALCO, but says that he never thought that either was a steroid.
  

Slide 6:  Amid the hype around his rapid weight gain and steroid use, Michael Witte, a paid consultant to the St. Louis Cardinals for mechanics, states that Bonds has another unfair advantage that often goes unnoticed: the protective “armor” that he wears on his right elbow.  Witte believes that the protective arm piece may have contributed to as many as 100 of Bonds’ home runs.  His massive arm piece is unequaled in all of baseball and is disallowed to other players without proof of an injury, but because Bonds has worn elbow protection since 1992, his elbow piece goes unquestioned.
  

Slide 7:  The elbow armor provides Bonds with several advantages: 1) Hinged at the elbow, it serves as a hitting machine, giving Bonds a consistent stroke with every swing 2) The apparatus locks with the arms straightened, improving Bonds’ leverage and hand quickness 3) It adds additional weight to the power of Bonds’ swing and keeps him from lifting his elbow when he gets tired (this also explains his underachieving performances in home run derbies, where he has no reason to where the arm protection).  Interestingly enough, the elbow armor kept being redesigned until it reached its most advanced stage in 2001.5 

Slide 8:  In 2001, Barry Bonds hit 73 home runs to break the single season homerun record set by Mark McGwire 3 seasons earlier.  Bonds continued to break records in the following seasons, hitting over 40 home runs in every season despite breaking MLB records for most walks in a season multiple times.  On August 7, 2007, Barry Bonds broke the most prestigious record in all of baseball – the all-time career home run record held by Hank Aaron.1  

Slide 9:  In a poll taken by Sports Illustrated, 64% of voters said that Barry Bonds records should be erased from history, while 19% said that they should remain in the books but should include an asterisk to denote the steroid scandal.  The latter is exactly what fashion designer Marc Ecko, who bought the ball for over $750K, intends to do.  Ecko polled over 10 million fans across America with the options of sending the ball to the Baseball Hall of Fame unblemished, with an asterisk, or launching it into outer space.  The fans voted to send the ball to Cooperstown with an asterisk.
 

Slide 10:  Bonds has recently said that he would refuse to be inducted into the Baseball Hall of Fame if they allowed his record-breaking home run ball to be branded with an asterisk.  He says that “you cannot give people the right to alter history, you can’t do it.  There is no such thing as an asterisk in baseball.”  Tell that to Pete Rose, Barry.  The all-time leader in hits has formally been denied induction into the Hall of Fame for betting on games as a player and as a manager.  Both Barry and Pete Rose took gambles that they should not have, and they, not the people, have altered their own history as a result of their actions.  

Slide 11:  The ending of the Barry Bonds story remains to be told.  With his own natural gifts and abilities, he would have still been among the best players in baseball history.  Only time will tell if the hubris of this all-star led to his steroid use and his ultimate fall from baseball glory.  In his efforts to cement his standings in record books and history books, Barry Bonds may have erased his name from both of them.        
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