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Slide 1- Stonehenge was constructed around 2200 BC on the Salisbury Plain of Southern England.
 There are many theories on what the site was used for, but the truth is still unknown. 
Slide 2- Some suggest that Stonehenge was used as a permanent monument to the dead.  The rocks used to construct the site symbolized the enduring presence of those who have passed away.  The site was used for funerals and as a place to worship the dead.  Archeologists estimate that 250 cremations were held there.

Slide 3- Durrington Walls, an ancient settlement found near Stonehenge, is thought to be the complimentary opposite of Stonehenge; a shrine to the transience of life.
  The houses in this settlement were made of wood and mirrored the design of Stonehenge.  Animal bones and pieces of broken pottery found through excavations at the site, suggest that it was a place of ancient feasting and celebrations.

Slide 4- The stones used to construct Stonehenge were taken from the Preseli Mountains in West Wales.  These mountains are located 155 miles away from Stonehenge.
  The builders of Stonehenge had to go through great lengths to transport these particular stones to the Salisbury Plains.  Some suggest that they did this because they wanted Stonehenge to be a place of healing.  Written accounts from the 14th century revealed that many believed the stones from the Preseli Mountains had healing properties because many sacred springs ran through them.  Many believed the water from these springs had healing qualities. 
Slide 5- Evidence of this theory has been found through excavations at the site.  Human remains found at the site revealed that many of the people buried around Stonehenge had broken bones and other signs of being unwell.  This suggests that these people traveled to Stonehenge to ask for healing from the Almighty.

Slide 6- Many suggest that Stonehenge was built for astrological reasons. The stones are aligned to define a calendar of 8 months, each roughly 45 days.
 It is believed that the builders of Stonehenge calculated its location precisely to align it with the summer solstice.  “The builders could have fixed the date of midsummer by observing successive sunrises until one occurred along the already aligned axis.”
 Many archeologists believe that the builders marked this axis with the Heel Stone.  Some argue that due to the Earth’s changing axis, the midsummer sunrise would not have been aligned with the Heel Stone as closely as it is today.  They believe that the Heel Stone was used instead as a moonrise indicator.  
Slide 7- It is thought that Stonehenge was also used to calculate the solar and lunar eclipses.  The inner most circle of Stonehenge, referred to as Stonehenge I.  Archeologists believe that Stonehenge I, was centered on the moonrise and the second circle, Stonehenge II, was an indicator of the summer solstice.  C.A. Newham, author of the book, The Enigma of Stonehenge, was the first to draw the connection between Stonehenge and the moon.
  Newham discovered that the station stones of the innermost circle marked the moonrise and moonset times at the major lunar standstill.  The major lunar standstill only takes place once every 18.6 years.
  

Slide 8- A survey of the site by Sir Norman Lockyer in 1901 found evidence that Stonehenge II was connected with the summer solstice.
  He realized that the rising point for the midsummer sun gradually changes over time due to the gradual change in the Earth’s axis.  The alignment of the stones would have only been accurate for the time they were set up in.  Through calculations, Lockyer determined that the stones in Stonehenge II would have been aligned with the summer solstice around the time Stonehenge II was built.
Slide 9- Many modern day pagans travel to Stonehenge in the summer to celebrate the summer solstice.  This is the only day of the year that English Heritage, a body of the English government that is responsible for archeological and historical sites, lets visitors enter the stone circles.  Due to vandalism of the stones, English Heritage only permits visitors to view the stones from a distance the rest of the year.  During summer solstice, thousands of people from all over the world crowd into the site to watch the horizon come up over the heel stone.
  

Slide10- The reason Stonehenge was built is still not known for sure.  English Heritage has recognized that the archaeological research done on Stonehenge in the past has been of poor quality.  They have issued a report that outlines the gaps in data and ways to fill the gaps.
  They have proposed a research plan involving the use of laser scanners to reveal carvings in the stones to try to answer the question, what was it built for?
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