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To be prepared for a future chaacterized bv
change, students must leam to think rationav
and creatively, solve problems, manage and
retrieve information, and conmmunicate effec-
tively. Mastering infortion problem solving
s ' s wil prepare students for an information-
based society and a technology-rich workplace.
iiioration fiteracy eicompasses the IfI rage
of abiltes ' ta students need to interact effec-
tively witi inforation and to con.struct mea-
ingful knowledge. These ab'lies include:

* analyzing complex ad coficting presen-
tations of infomaon;

o appreciating diverse perspectives offered
bv individu ievoints, cadem'c isci-
plines, and various cultres;

* using information competently in critical
inking, decision maldng, and problem

solvng;
* producing new ifonna'oi d crea'ig

products and prsentan'ons that co nun-
cate ideas efficien y nd effectvely; and

* developing into lifelong learners who can
assimilate varying viewpoints, accoimo-
date change, and contribute to the well-
being of the community.

Long after they leave our classrooms
students will be making decisions using infor-
mafion. Indeed, businesses tell us ey wat
workers who know how to manage informationi.
S'hool research projects can be tra'ning
grounds for the development of these essential
competencies. When teachers work in collabo-
rative ways with libran,y inormat'on speci'lists,
articulating goals from ig school to college,

teaching and le 'ing can change. Togetier they
ca develop questions that require students to
think, analyze, compare, and communicate.

With this in mind, Fred Page, science
teacher, joined Paul Biefich, science library
media specalist, in a pilot pat ers'p be 'een
Detroit's Noil:hwestern Egh School ad e
David Adamay Urndergraduate Lilbray at Wayne
State University to develop student information
literacy in high school. The university library
facult was helpfti in sisting te pilot schools
w'th orga'izaton, plaing, ad implemeit'ng
the sta in-serices.

Teachers whto are unaware of avaable
resources are unsure of how to use technology
to access information. Further, they may lack
exerience in or the oppotnity to plS
research with their colleagues. To h -day
workIsops led by both Page ad Bieich
inivolved the fcult of the science department.
Activities included becoming fami'ar with the
"search" in research, exploring Northwestern's
electronic and print resources, ad designing
appc'atons that integrated information literacy
into their science curriculum. Allowing time to
explore boti print and electronic resources
avaiable in the science libray was essential.
Toward the end of he year, the st of te
undergraduate libra 'y offered a workshop in
developing 'bcrosoft PowerPo'nt presentafions.

Iitiay teachers were skepfical. en
they realzed that iformaton fiterac was pt
of natiol and state sta 'dards for each curricu-
lum area, they beca ie more involved. They
learned the value of emphasizing sythesis and
ev uation in research as they integrated ior-
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aton teraq into tiher exisg currculum.
'en the worlshops ended tiey were eager to
continm e mproving reserch assigmieis for
heir casses.

Page a Biech tintrduced e Big6X Sls
to the students of Page's advtanced astonomy
class. just as tier teachers ha done, e stu

denta spent severa dys na he school's science
U rary exploring both electronic ati print
resources. Amazed at te rich iomaion
avaable in varous eoectronic periodi c data-
bases, they beg to iscern vhe vae of author-
itadve datases ove ntermet resources.
Students siared veir researci oi the plaets in

our solar system with beti class by creatig
Microsoft PowerPoin pre. entations. Pilot
panershps like is, inwhich active learners
creat their o knowledge from a vaiety of
resources, can provide a solid fon idaton of
inforaon Uteracys ist atcan be used

roughout hgh school ar d co ege. 
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